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VAGINAL DISCHARGES. 


On the Use of Nitrate of Silver in 
Vaginal Discharges. 


By Georce Jewet, Esq. 


THERE are no diseases, to which 
the female system is liable, more 
common, or, to a superficial ob- 
server, more diversified or anoma- 
lous in their character, than those 
which are attended by vaginal dis- 
charges. So intractable, indeed, 
do they sometimes prove, as to in- 
duce, by their long continuance, 
even under ordinary circumstances, 
the severest dyspeptic symptoms, 
feverish paroxysms, hysterical un- 
easiness, excessive languor, and 
emaciation ; or, by operating upon 
the brain through the medium of 
the digestive organs, occasion other 
sympathetic affections, still’ more 
serious in their nature and termi- 
nation. 

It must be*familiar to the practi- 
tioner, that every discharge which 
issues from the vagina, not sangui- 
neous, is among females usually, in- 
cluded in the term Leucorrhea, 
or whites.” There is also a 
very popular opinion that vaginal 
discharges have their origin in con- 
stitutional or local debility : hence 
a complaint of this kind is denomi- 
nated a weakness.””> That sach 
a term should be employed to per- 
petuate an error in practice, is to 
be lamented ; for I believe, if we 
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investigate into the pathology of 
leucorrhcea, we shall find, for the 
most part, general or local increas- 
ed action to be the exciting cause. 

It would appear, from a strict 
investigation into the numerous 
causes of leucorrhceal complaints 
which have fallen under my obser- 
vation, that one uterine affection 
gives rise to vaginal discharge more 
frequently than any other,—name- 
ly, a subacute or chronic inflam- 
mation of the cervix uteri. I am 
disposed to believe, also, that very 
many of such cases are mistaken 
for carcinoma uteri, and that, in 
consequence, either no remedies 
are prescribed, or a very inefficient 
mode of practice is adopted. Iam 
aware that, in many cases, the 
train of symptoms about to be no- 
ticed may be attributed to an irri- 
table condition of the uterus, so 
ably described by Dr. Gooch. I 
cannot, however, easily relinquish 
the opinion I had originally enter- 
tained upon the subject, namely, 
that inflammation, either of the 
chronic or subacute kind, of the 
cervix uteri is, in the majority of 
cases, the exciting cause of vaginal 
discharge. The distinction, howe- 
ver, although pathologically recog- 
nised, cannot, | conceive, be mate- 
rial in practice : indeed, this will 
be obvious to the talented author 
himself, whose mode of practice, 
in cases of irritable uterus, appears 
precisely applicable to cases of 
chronic uterine affections generally. 
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Again, in some cases it may be 
difficult to discriminate between 
such diseases as I have alluded to, 
and incipient scirrhous disorganiza- 
tion. The following remarks will 
probably assist the young practi- 
tioner in his diagnosis :— 

This inflammation of the cervix 
uteri, like scirrhus or other organic 
disease of the uterine system, at- 
tacks occasionally at the period of 
life when the catamenia are about 
to cease; but I have more frequent- 
ly found it to exist in married wo- 
men, from the age of twenty-six or 
twenty-seven to that of forty, and 
very recently I have seen several 
severe cases occurring in young 
married females, within three 
months after the birth of the first 
child. The local symptoms in 
both diseases are very nearly allied, 
namely, occasional lancinating pain, 
more or less acute, through the 
region of the uterus, with a con- 
stant dull kind of pain about the 
inferior portion of the sacrum, the 
hip, or groin ; attended also by an 
irritable bladder, or frequent desire 
to void the urine, and in some se- 
verer cases by tenesmus. The 
vaginal discharge is of a milky or 
cream like color, and is commonly, 
but particularly in the more acute 
cases, mixed with a dark-colored 
or grumous secretion. Upon mak- 
ing an examination per vaginam in 
this disease, the os uteri wil! not 
be found opened to the same extent 
as in carcinoma, nor will its margin 
present the same cartilaginous 
hardness to the touch. The pain 
does not appear to be situated in 
the edges of the os uteri, fas de- 
scribed by Mr. Burns, but in the 
cervix, as pressure upon this part 
alone occasions the patient to com- 
plain. The uterus will be found 
projecting lower in the vagina than 
natural ; but this will depend upon 
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the nature of the complaint : the 
more acute, the farther it will 
have descended. 


It is not my intention to dwell 
upon the routine practice usually 
had recourse to in uterine diseases; 
such as the local abstraction of 
blood, perfect rest, narcotics, the 
warm bath, &c.; but rather to 
draw the attention of the profession 
to a therapeutical agent, which I 
believe has uever, or to a very li- 
mited extent, been employed in 
such cases, namely, the nitrate of 
silver, applied directly to the part 
affected ; a practice which I have 
been led to adopt, from having so 
frequently witnessed the extensive 
and healthy changes which have 
resulted from the application of 
this remedy to the different mucous 
tissues, when their secreting sur- 
faces had taken on a disordered or 
uahealthy action. The mode I 
have adopted in its application has 
been either to conceal it ina silver 
tube, upon the same_ principle 
as it is employed in cases of stric- 
ture (except that the tube should 
be adapted to the size of the caus- 
tic), or in the form of solution, in 
the proportion of three grains to 
the ounce of water, the strength 
being gradually increased. A bit 
of sponge, firmly and neatly tied to 
a piece of whalebone, is to be 
moistened with the solution, and 
carefully introduced into the vagina 
np to the os and cervix uteri. 

his mode of application is pre- 
ferable to the injection, and can 
easily be effected by the patient 
herself. The application should 
be frequently made, or no perma- 
nent good Can be anticipated. 


The following cases, which I 
have selected from others in con- 
sequence of their having been un- 
usually protracted and severe, will 
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exhibit the mode of treatment — 


successfully practised. 

Feb. 24th.—Mrs. C., eet. 
thirty-three, had been delivered, 
three years ago, of a healthy 
child, after an easy labor. For 
the last two years and a half, she 
has been subject to constant and 
profuse leacorrheal discharge, 
with frequent and shooting pains 
through the region of the uterus, 
and about the right groin, with 
occasional dysuria and tenesmus. 
The general health is greatly 
disturbed ; bowels irregular, with 
loss of appetite. . Upon: making 
an eXatnination per 
pressure of the finger upon the 
cervix uteri occasioned consider: 
able pain, which, in subsequent 
examinations, often continued se- 
veral minutes after the finger had 
been withdrawn. The os uteri 
was not indurated, but considera- 
bly more open than natural. She 
had been under the care of seve- 
ral respectable practitioners, and 
the impression on her mind was 
that she was laboring under can- 
cer of the womb. 

In the first instance the usual 
mode of treatment was adopted : 
blood was abstracted by means of 
cupping from over the inferior 
portion of the sacrum, to the 
amount of eight ounces, and re- 
peated three times, with an in- 
terval between each of about 
three weeks. She had taken 
aperients frequently, and injec- 
tions of various kinds had been 
used with little or no benefit. 

July 2d.—The nitrate of silver 
was conveyed by means of the 
tube, and applied to the cervix 
uteri for the space of a minute, 
which occasioned no degree of 
pain, except what might have 
been produced by the introduction 
of the finger. 
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silver 


6th.—The nitrate of 
again applied as before. 

9th.—The discharge has dimi- 
nished, but the pains not having 
abated, eight leeches were or- 
dered to be applied to the right 
groin, 
12th.—The nitrate of silver 
again applied.” 

18th.—The discharge is 
ed considerably’; and the patient 
now expresses a belief that she 
shall soon be restored to health, 
having previously imagined her 
case to be hopeless. The nitrate 
of silver again applied. 
-27th.—The pain is relieved 
general health is improved, and 
she sleeps well at night. The 
nitrate of silver applied in the 
usual “manner. It is necessary 
to observe, that she has taken the 
hyoscyamus at night (one drachm 
of the tincture), and the bowels 
have been regulated by aperients. 
The following tonic has been pre- 
scribed :— 

R. Infus. Rose viiss., 
Sulph, Quinine Zi. 
Elix. Vitriol Zi. M. fiat mist. 
sumantur cochlearia 
terindie, 

August 8th.—The 4 is 
scarcely perceivable.. The oni- 
trate of silver applied as before. 

25th.— The patient is perfectly 
well, having neither vaginal dis- 
charge nor local pains. 


‘TI. A poor woman, residing in 
Gardener’s row, Westminster, 
about forty, years of age, having 
several times aborted, had been 
subject to excessive vaginal dis- 
charge for the last “eighteen 
months, with shooting pains through 
the pelvic region and about the 
coccyx, and excessive itching of 
the pudendum. The digestive 
function was greatly disturbed, 
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and the system exhibited evident 
proofs of a highly disordered state 
of the. general health. She had 
taken for a long .period different 
preparations of bark, steel, &c., 
and had used various injections, 
with little or no benefit. Blood 
had also been extracted locally, 
by means of leeches... Upon mak- 
jag an’ examination. per vaginam, 
the cervix uleri was found in the 
usual irritable and painful state, 
the margin of the os. uteri being 
perfectly free from induration. | 
June. 12th.—-The sponge, as 
before recommended, was intro- 
duced, being well saturated with 
the solution of nitrate of silver, 
in the proportion of three. grains 
tothe ounce, . 
“16th,—Applied as before... 
leucorrhaeal dis- 
charge, is. thinner, apd. less_ in 
quantity. The patient was di- 
to introduce. the sponge 
yin. the same, manner. 
Aare, panne 
with the directions given, and 
says she is quite well. 
Augast 2 
of the vaginal discharge, and her 
appearance is much improved. 
Asa matter of course, attention 
has been paid to the state of the 
bowels, and the general health, 


A case of still greater severity 
has recently fallen under my no- 
tice, which resisted for a very 
long period all the means which 
had been tried by several eminent 
practitioners, At length the io- 
dine was administered, under the 
influence of which, together with 
the application of the nitrate of 
silver, the disease gradually yield- 
ed, and the patient is now in per- 
fect health. 

_,T cannot conclude this paper 
without remarking that there is 
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.—Has had no return 
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nothing more empirical than to 
hold up a particular remedy asa 
specific in the cure of disease, or 
tu expect it invariably to exert 
its curative influence upon the 
function or structure of an organ, 
under all the diversified circum- 
stances of morbid action. Let it 
not be imagined that I place such 
implicit confidence upon the ni- 
trate of silver, as to expect it to 
eradicate, as if by magic, all such 
diseases as those to which I have 
adverted : at the same time I 
confidently believe that, if it be 
judiciously applied where the 
vaginal discharge has its, origin, 
or is kept up by inflammation of 
the cervix uteri or vagina, or by 
the irritable uterus, and when 
general principles have not been 
neglected, there is no-remedy so 
likely to afford such immediate 
and permanent relief.—London 
Med. and Phys. Journal. 


Il. 
(OOTHACH,—TARTAR. 


_ In alate work on the Anatomy, 
Physiology, and Diseases of the 
Teeth, by Thomas Bell, F.R.S. F.L. 
S., &c., we find the following remarks 
on the tredtment of that extremely 
painful affection, the toothach. Mr, 
Bell is well known as a Lecturer on 
the teeth at Guy’s Hospital, London, 
Of the few local applications which 
are found useful in this malady, the 
following, he says, are perhaps the 
most efficacious :— | | 


R. Aluminis 3i. 
Spir. Hther. Nitricif 3 ss. Misce, 
R. Acid. Muriat. f3ss. 
Aque distillate f3 ij. 
R. Argenti Nitrat. gr. i. : 
Aque distillate Misce. 


Misce, 
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‘A Sinall ‘bit of lint; wetted 
with either of these liquids, may 
be frequently introduced into the 
cavity, which should be carefully 
dried previous to each applica- 
tion. 

It is however only by treat- 
ing this affection, as nearly as the 
circumstances will admit,- upon 
the same principles as inflamma- 
tion in other parts, that any relief 
can, in general, be rationally ex- 
pected. Jn those attacks, there- 
fore, in which the inflammation is 
considerable, and there is any 
particular reason for preserving 
the tooth, leeches should be free- 
ly and repeatedly applied to the 
gum, the bleeding being encou- 
raged by repeatedly holding warm 
water in the mouth. After the 
inflammation and pain are thus 
reduced, should the nerve be only 
ina small part exposed, the means 
already mentioned for diminishing 
its sensibility may be had recourse 
to. But the hope of relief which 
these remedies may, from occa- 
sional success, hold out, is in most 
instances completely fallacious, 
and the extraction of the tooth 
can alone be depended upon. 


Respecting the operation of cut- 
ting, or rather breaking off the de- 
cayed teeth, which has recently ob- 
tained among some highly respecta- 
ble dentists, Mr. Bell says :— 


It is an operation irrational 
in its principle, often useless in 
its immediate effects, and in its 
consequences most pernicious. 
It has always appeared to me to 
place the operator in a dilemma 
of evils. The object, I presume, 
is to cut through, or, more pro- 

erly, to break off the tooth so 
ow as to remove the whole of 
the crown, including the cavity 
which contains the pulp or mem- 


709 


brane. If object be effect- 
ed, the consequence is that the 
dead roots remain in the alveoli § 
and these, if not immediately 
productive of pain, may yet be 
expected to occasion much future 
suffering as extraneous irritating 
bodies. Every oné knows what 
is the usual result of the exist- 
ence of dead roots in the jaw, 
when they have been left either 
by accident in an attempt at ex- 
traction, or by the gradual decay 
of the crown ; and it is surely too 
much to adopt as an useful ope- 
ration, that which every one de- 
precates as an accidental occur- 
rence. 

If, on the other hand,—as in- 
deed it frequently happens,—the 
object aimed at be not fulfilled, 
the case is placed in a situation 
incomparably worse than before, 
the nerve being still more expos- 
ed, and the hope of the ready and 
easy extraction taken away by 
the loss of that part of the tooth 
which would have afforded a solid 
support for the instrument. 

Tartar, accumulating on the teeth, 
is doubtless the cause of much dis- 
ease in these useful instraments.—. 
On this subject Mr. Bell remarks 
that— 

The constant use of a tooth- 
brush will, in many cases, be suf- 
ficient to keep the teeth free’ 
from tartar. The brush should: 
not be very hard, as it will not 
only be more difficult to clean 
the interstices between the teeth, 
—the part in which the tartar is 
most likely to’ be deposited,—but, 
by its friction, will occasion the 
gradual absorption of the gum,’ 
and the exposure of the necks of 
the teeth. The hair of the brush 
should be firm and elastic, and not 
too closely set. The teeth should 
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be. thoroughly brushed in every 
part, at least night and morning, 
and the mouth always rinsed after 
each meal. In those constitutions 
in which there is a particular 
tendency to form tartar, it will 
be necessary to have recourse to 
some simple tooth-powder, such 
as prepared chalk, or any other 
substance equally simple and soft; 
it may, insome cases, be desira- 
ble to combine with it a small 
proportion of the bone of the cut- 
tle-fish very finely powdered, and, 
if the gums are spongy and lax in 
their texture, a little alum, pow- 
dered myrrh, or bark, may be 
added with advantage. Many of 
the tooth-powders which are of- 
fered for sale, with the promise 
of rendering the teeth beautifully 
white, perform for a time all that 
is promised, at the expense of 
permanent and irremediable inju- 
ry to the teeth; for they often 
contain a quantity of tartaric or 
other acid, which effects a gra- 
dual decomposition of the enamel. 
The use of acids to the teeth 
cannot be too strongly deprecated. 
Even where it is necessary to 
administer acid medicine, it is of 
considerable consequence that it 
should be taken through a glass 
tube, to prevent it from acting 
upon the enamel of the teeth. 
For want of this simple precau- 
tion, the teeth are very often ir- 
remediably injured by the use of 
this class of remedies. © 

The tartar is to be removed 
by means of instruments adapted 
for the purpose, and commonly 
known by the name of. scaling in- 
struments. They are of several 
forms, accommodated to the dif- 
ferent situations from which the 
tartar is to be removed, and should 
be highly tempered, and the edges 
kept sharp and hard. It is of 
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consequence that every particle 
of it should be taken away, not 
only from the external and inter- 
nal surface of the teeth, but also 
between them ; for if it be suffer- 
ed to remain in any part, it forms | 
a nucleus, around which a further 
accumulation will be immediately 
deposited. When the tartar ex- 
ists in considerable quantities, and 
especially if the teeth are at all 
loosened, it is proper to remove 
it at different times, with an in- 
terval of some days, that the teeth 
may recover from the effects of 
the first operation before the se- 
cond is performed ; and in order 
that they may receive as much 
benefit as possible from this plan, 
the tartar which is formed around 
the necks of the teeth, and which 
has been the cause of the loss of 
the gum, and the consequent loos- 
ening of the teeth, should be first 
removed, which will allow of the 
gum being partially restored, and 
the teeth rendered, in some mea- 
sure, firmer, and capable of bear- 
ing, without injury, the subsequent 
operation. In the mean time, 
this object will be much assisted 
by the frequent use of some as- 
tringent lotion, according to either 
of the following formule :— 


R. Aluminis 3 iss. 
Tinet. Myrrhe f 3 iij. 
Mist. Camphore f 3 vss. 
R. Vini Rubri Lusitan. 
Mist. Camphore aa fZ ii. Misce. 
R. Infusi Rose f ii. 
Decoct. Ciuchone fziv. Misce. 


Misce. 


III. 


RESTORATION OF A GREAT PORTION OF 
THE CHEEK BY OPERATION. 


A CHILD, nine years of age, was 
affected with gangrenous inflam- 
mation, which destroyed the soft 
parts constituting the lower half 
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of the right cheek,*and extending 
from the symphysis to the angle 
of the lower jaw. The breach 
of surface was 1 1-2 inch in dia- 
meter inevery direction. It left 
but a few lines of the commissure 
of the lips, and anteriorly was 
blended with the opening of the 
mouth. Backwards, it terminat- 
ed a third of an inch from the an- 
terior border of the masseter ; 
beneath, it nearly reached the 
basis of the jaw. In the centre 
of the opening was seen the tongue, 
which had formed preternatural 
adhesions by which its movements 
were impeded, and mastication 
and deglutition rendered ‘difficult. 
Another inconvenience, still more 
formidable, was the constant es- 
cape of the saliva. M. Dupuy- 
tren tried, about two months ago, 
to destroy the adhesions of the 
tongue, but his efforts have been 
nearly unavailing, as it has always 
united itself again to the edges of 
the perforation. About the mid- 
dle of August, he directed his at- 
tention to the removal of the gap 
by which the saliva escaped. His 
plan was to borrow a flap of skin 
from the neck, to twist it, and 
apply it to the opening, having 
first cut the edges, so as to afford 
a raw surface. M. Serres, a 
young surgeon, of Montpellier, 
who saw the patient, suggested a 
proceeding analogous to that 
adopted for hare-lip. To” this, 
M. Dupuytren objected that the 
cicatrix; thus {formed would be 
kept constantly on the stretch, 
and that this would cause irrita- 
tion, if not disorganization. At 
the same time, he acknowledged 
the risk of the flap sloughing, and 
that, even if it united well, it 
would still be without the bucci- 
nator muscle. 


On the 30th of August, M. 


Dupuytren performed the follow- 
ing operation :-—He traced a flap 
on the lateral and upper part of 
the neck, anterior to the sterno- 
mastoideus ; and having cut the 
edges of the breach in the cheek, 
he dissected the flap with care, 
avoiding to wound the exteronl 
jugular vein; then twisted it on 
its pedicle, and fixed it by five 
points of suture. The wound in 
the neck was immediately united 
by means of three needles: the 
operation was Jong and painful. 
One or two small arteries were 
tied, and the patient replaced in 
bed, without any dressings having 
been applied. The first night 
was passed without accident ; the 
child had some hours sleep. 

Sept. 2d.—Moderate fever. 
The flap is alive ; some points of 
suppuration on its edges. 

During the night of the 2-3d, 
some delirium.  Juflammation 
more intense. The flap begin- 
uing to separate from the lower 
part, in consequence of the suture 
tearing through the lip, it was 
retained by straps. Next night, 
delirium more severe ; the flap 
separated at another point, and 
the opening extending between 
the two presented a vertical se- 
paration about aninch long. The 
fever now ran high, and the sup- 
puration became fetid. The pos- 
terior and upper part of the flap 
appeared to live, and to have 
contracted from adhesions. The 
external edge seemed to be dead. 
All the sutures were now remov- 
ed, and the parts supported by 
means of straps. 

5th.—The symptoms abated ; 
some points of suppuration conti- 
nue on the edge of the flap, but 
the success of the operation is 
secure, with the exception of the 
separation above mentioned, which 
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will admit of remedy by the com- 
mon process for hare-lip. 
22d.—The consolidation of the 
parts being complete, the edges 
of the aperture which remained 
were pared and brought together 
with four twisted sutures. After 
this the case went on well, and 
the only remaining evil is the ad- 
hesions of the tongue. These, M. 
Dupuytren means, if possible, to 
destroy. — La Lanceite. 


IV. 
APOPLEXY OF THE EYE. 


prodigiously 
increased since the time of Laep- 
nec ;——thus we have apoplexy of 
the lungs, of the liver, of the 
skin, &c ; and to these we are 
now, it seems, to add apoplexy 
of the eye.—Louisa Martin, aged 
45, ceased to menstruate during 
three months, without inconve- 
nience. She had suffered some 
injury of the eyes, in early life, 
from smallpox, and had always 
had weak sight. To these symp- 
toms had lately been added some 
appearance of incipient cataract, 
and within the last twenty days 
she had been affected with an 
acute and permanent pain in the 
right side of the head, with throb- 
bing. Besides this, however, 
there was no change in the habi- 
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tual state of her eyes till the night 
of the 28-9th of August, when she 
experienced a sharp pricking in 
the right eye, giving the sensation 
of a foreign body, which she en- 
deavored to get rid of by rubbing 
the part. In the morning she 
found that the sight of that eye 
was lost. She applied fomenta- 
tions of rose water, and afterwards 
cold spirits and water, without 
avail. On the 6th of September 
she was admitted at La Charité. 
The ball of the eye was slightly 
tumefied ; the vessels of the con- 
junctiva injected ; the cornea of 
the affected side more prominent 
than the other, and perceptibly 
softer ; behind it was seen an ef- 
fusion of blood, occupying the 
lower part of the anterior cham- 
ber, changing its place with the 
movements of the head, and rising 
to a level with the edge of the 
pupil. The headach and pricking 
continued but slightly. The pulse 
was natural, but there were night 
sweats. 


As this patient exhibited, at 
the same time, signs of gastric 
disturbance, an emetic was order- 
ed on the 7th; which was the 
only treatment adopted till the 
10th, when an astringent wash 
was prescribed ; but, as yet, the 
blood effused has not been re- 
absorbed.—ZJb. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 


TESTS OF INFANT LIFE. 


Tuere is probably no subject with- 
in the range of medical jurispru- 
dence which has been more agitated, 
than that of the tests by which the ex- 
tra-uterine life of the infant is to be 


determined from post mortem exami- 
nation. The following considerations 
on this topic are abridged from an 
interesting article in the Londou 
Medical and Physical Journal. 

Of the great changes which take 
place io the functions of the animal 
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economy in passing from the fetal to _ 


the vital state, there are some which 
being accompanied or followed by or- 
ganic changes, leave a greater or less 
degree of evidence by which they can 
be recognized. These regard the 
functions of respiration, of circula- 
tion, and of digestion, The tests of 
exira-uterine life may therefore be 
considered under this threefold di- 
Vision. 

The effects of respiration are pro- 
duced partly on the lungs, and partly 
on the cavity in which they are con- 
tained. The change in the thorax 
regards its size and form ; that in the 
lungs regards their color and consist- 
ence, their absolute and_ specific 
weight, and their size and situation, 

1. The diameter of the thorax in 
both directions is increased after this 
function has commenced. An en- 
largement also takes place in this 
cavity from above downward, in con- 
sequence of the decrease of the con- 
cavity of the diaphragm. 

2. In fetuses which have never 
breathed, the lungs are for the most 
part of a dark red color, which is 
more remarkable posteriorly on ac- 
count of the subsidence of the blood. 
In those whose lungs have been arti- 
ficially inflated, the color anteriorly 
is paler. Where some effort has been 
made at respiration, the general co- 
lor is the same, but a few spots of a 
cinnabar-red color are discernible in 
certain portions of the pulmonary 
tissue, Where respiration has con- 
tinued for a short time, the general 
color is paler red, and the spots are 
more numerous. Where this func- 
tion has been perfectly established, 
the pale red color predominates, with 
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numerous spots and patches of the 
cinnabar-red color, and with a darker 
hue in the posterior part, in which 
the blood has settled, | 
3. The density of the lungs is very 
greatly altered by the establishment 
of this function. In the fetus which 
has never breathed, the lungs are 
firm and compact, like the liver; no 
crepitation takes place on cutting ih- 
to them, neither do they emit air 
when subjected to pressure onder 
water. Where artificial inflation has 
been employed, or respiration has 
been imperfectly established, the up- 
per lobe of the right lung will be 
found to crepitate, and will yield air 
on pressure, Where respiration has 
been fully established, these pheno- 
mena will occur in every portion of 
the lungs. In this case innumerable 
air cells will be found in each part 
which is examined; distinct crepita- 
tion will occur on dissection; and 
upon pressure under the surface of 
water, numerous air bubbles, mixed 
with froth, will rise to the surface. 
4. The absolute weight of the 
lungs is greater after respiration has 
occurred, and the circulation through 
these organs established. In order, 
however, to render this test available, 
the weight of the lungs must be taken 
in connection with some circum- 
stance which indicates the magnitude 
of the fetus, The weight of the 
whole body most obviously suggests 
itself as the standard ; but this in fact 
varies much more than that of the 
lungs; and a more convenient and 
accurate denominator is furnished’ by 
the length in inches. A table, found- 
ed on this principle, and exhibiting 
the weights corresponding to non- 
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respiration, imperfect and perfect 
breathing, the length being a given 
number of inches, has been prepared 


by Mr. Berndt. 


5. As regards specific gravity, it is 
established, that according as _respi- 
ration has or has not been present, 
the lungs will swim or sink in water. 
When respiration has been perfect, 
they are sufficiently light to float the 
heart. The fallacy arising from the 
occurrence of putrefaction, and the 
consequent evolution of gases, must 
here be guarded against. 

6. The size of the lungs is the last 
criterion to be considered in this 
connection. Previous to respiration, 
these organs cover the posterior part 
of the chest, and half the arch of the 
diaphragm, extending so as merely 
to touch the pericardium. Their ex- 
tent increases as the function is es- 
tablished ; and when breathing has 
been perfect, they occupy the sides 
of the cavity, embrace the pericar- 
dium, and cover the whole arch of 
the diaphragm. 


The second great function from 
which is obtained a test of the res- 
piration is, as has been stated, the 
circulation of the blood. The most 
obvious organic change produced 
from this cause, takes place in the 
ductus arteriosus, This tube, which 
is open in the fetus with a diameter 
equal to that of a goose-quill, gradu- 
ally contracts after birth, and in from 
two to three weeks is usually oblite- 
rated. 

The last function to be mentioned 
is the digestion, and the structural 
changes connected with it, occurring 
in the liver and ductus arantii. The 
liver lessens in magnitude after birth, 
but not uniformly. The ductus 
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arantii contracts gradually, and be- 
comes imperforate about the sixth day. 

The following summary of the 
grounds on which the respiration 
may be presumed to have been per- 
fectly established, is well calculated to 
assist the memory of the practitioner. 
It may be concluded that the child 
has lived for a certain period after 
birth, and has breathed perfectly,— 


1. When the transverse diameter 
of the thorax is from three to four 
and a half inches; the direct from 
three to three and a half; and the 
level of the arching of the diaphragm 
is between the sixth and seventh ribs. 

2. When the color of the lungs is 
generally pale, with numerous cin- 
nabar-red spots, stripes and edges ; 
and dark red on their posterior sur- 
face, on account of the subsidence 
of the blood, 

3. When innumerable cells, dis- 
tended with air, and collected into 
insular groups, are plainly visible on 
the surface ; and when the substance 
of the lungs is everywhere expanded 
and spongy, crepitating audibly when | 
cut, and yielding air-bubbles and 
froth, under the surface of water. 

4. When the absolute weight of 
the lungs, as compared with the 
length of the body, is manifestly and 
considerably increased. 

5. When the lungs even in con- 
nection with the heart,—each lobe 
separately, and each portion of it 
when divided,—float under the 
strongest pressure, and are consi- 
derably lighter than water. 

6. When the lungs quite fill the 
lateral parts of the thoracic cavity, 
their anterior edges covering the 
side of the pericardium, and their 
under surface the whvle arch of the 
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didphuneei ; when their edges are 
everywhere rounded, and the ligu- 
late elongations of the right middle 
and left upper lobes are shorter and 
obtuse. 

7. When the length of the arterial 
canal is contracted to some lines, its 
thickness to that of a crow-quill, while 
the thickness of the two pulmonary 
arteries is equal to that of a goose- 
quill, 

8. When the stomach occupies a 
completely transverse position, and 
is either freed from the albuminous 
matters which it coniais in a fetal 
state, or presents traces vi milk, and 
other extraneous matters; when the 
bowels are in part or altogether freed 
from meconium, and, instead of it, 
contain yellowish feces; and when 
the urinary bladder is empty. 

The table of Prof. Berndt, above 
alluded to, is as follows :— 

1. Where the length is from 15 to i& 
inches 
The weight of the lungs in still- 
born Malesis - = 
In Females - 


After imperfect in 
Males - - 


3 Viijss. 
Viij. 


xij. 
In Females - | xij. 
After perfect es. eerie in 1 Males Xv. 
In Females - - ‘Xiv. 
2. Where the length is ms 18 lo 20 
inches. 
Weight of lungs in stillborn 
Males - - - - 3 ix. 
In Females’ - Viijss 
After imperfect respiration, in 
Males- - xiijss. 
In Females - - xiij. 
After perfect respiration, i in Males xvi. 
InFemales- - -  Xivss. 
2. Where the length is from 20 to 22 
inches. 
Weizht in stillborn Males - ixss, 
nFemales - ix. 
After imperfect respiration, | in 
ales - XIV. 
In Females - - xilijss 
After perfect respiration, i in Males xX. 
In Females - 
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GUNSHOT WOUND. 


A sincuLarR case of this kind is re- 
lated in one of the late numbers of 
the Medical Gazette. A man was 
wounded, by the bursting of a gun, 
nearly at the point of insertion of 
the pectoral muscle in the left arm, 
and a fragment of the lock was left 
in the wound. This fact was sus- 
pected by the surgeon who first saw 
him, but the foreign body could not 
be felt on examination, and so slight 
was the uneasiness experienced from 
its presence, that the patient was un- 
willing to believe that it had entered 
at all. What uneasiness was expe- 
rienced, however, was referred to 
the angle of the sixth rib and its vi- 
cinity. There was very little bleed- 
ing from the wound, but considerable 
tumefaction over the upper parts of 
the deltoid and biceps muscles, From 
about the fourth day the wound be- 
came clean, suppuration advanced, 
and the healing process went on fa- 
vorably, At the end of a fortnight 
from tbe period of the accident, he 
left London for the country, appa- 
rently in good health. During the 
following week he continued tolera- 
bly well, and pursued his usual avo- 
cations, complaining only of pain in 
the side, below the left scapula, and 
of oppressed breathing, so that he 
could not respire with comfort unless 
his chest was supported by a. broad 
belt. On the twenty-second day, af- — 
ter more than usual exertion, the 
above symptoms became aggravated, 
so as to induce him.to call in a sur- 
geon, and subsequently a physician, 
who resorted to the usual means for 
arresting inflammation,—but in vain. 
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Death took place just a month from 
the period of the accident. 


‘On examination, the external 
wound was found not entirely heal- 
ed, and admitted the end of a probe 
to the depth of half an inch. On 
exposing the lateral part of the chest, 
the only trace of disease which could 
‘be discovered was an irregularity of 
the surface of the sixth rib, not visi- 
bly communicating with the external 
wound. ‘This rib proved to be frac- 
tured, and its broken ends, although 
in apposition, still ununited. In the 
cavity of the chest, were firm adhe- 
‘sions of the left:lobe to the pleura 
‘costalis, and on the same side were 
found nearly three pints of opaque 
serous fluid, mixed with purulent 

matter, and containing a fragment of 
a gunlock, two and a quarter iuches 
im length, which penetrated the lung 
obliquely about one inch and three- 
fourths, The rough extremity of 
this fragment protruded from the 
lung, and seemed during respiration 
to have rubbed against the ribs, which 
exhibited an ulcerated surface. It 
was situated so near the heart, that 
in its passage to the lung it had graz- 
ed the pericardium, the surface of 
which was suffused with blood. The 
substance of the lung, even where it 
had been penetrated by the foreign 
body, exhibited no mark of disease. 
At what period, and in what manner, 
the body found admittance into the 
chest ; how theavenue through which 
it passed could be so entirely oblite- 
rated, and how it could have remain- 
ed in contact with the lungs and the 
pleura without creating more irrita- 
tion, are inquiries of considerable in- 
terest. 
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NON-MERCURIAL TREATMENT OF 
SYPHILIS. 
Tue practice of treating venereal 
cases without mercury, seems to have 
its advocates among enlightened and 
judicious practitioners abroad, as well 
as in this country. Dr. Desruelles, 
of the military hospital at Val de 
Grace, published, about a year since, 
a statement of the result of his expe- 
rience in that establishment, founded 
upon minutes of more than fourteen 
hundred cases, which is well deserv- 
ing of attention, Dr. D.’s conclu- 
sions are as follows :—1. That the 
tendency of different tissues to be 
affected by venereal disease, is in 
proportion to the number of blood- 
vessels and nerves with which they 
are respectively furnished ; in other 
words, to their general susceptibility. 
The parts most liable to be thus af- 
fected, are therefore the mucous sur- 
faces ; next to these, the skin; and 
next, the glandular apparatus, The 
fibrous parts are placed next in the 
order of susceptibility, and the bones 
last. 2. That whatever medical 
treatment be adopted in these cases, 
a close adherence to vegetable diet 
and general antiphlogistic regimen, 
is highly important. 3. That ona 
careful comparison of the mercurial 
and anti-mercurial treatment, whe- 
ther accompanied or not with a re- 
ference to the last direction, the for- 
mer claims a decided preference. 
This result is established by a table, 
in which is stated the number of 
days required for the cure of cases 
under the different modes of treat- 
ment referred to, The proportionate 
duration of the cases treated with 
and without attention to regimen, 
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other circumstances being equal, was 
expressed by the numbers 33 and 
55, giving a difference of 22 days in 
favor of the former. That of the 


cases treated without mercury, and 
with it, other circumstances equal, 
was 50 and 56, That of those where 
both these favorable circumstances 
were combined, to those where both 
were wanting, was 30 to 55, or as 6 
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to 11. Opportunities. of so exten- 
sive and. accurate a comparison of 
opposite modes of treating the same 
disease, are not very frequent; and 
indeed cannot be so. In the present 
instance the experiment seems to 


have ‘involved no: injustice to the 


patients themselves; and the re- 
sults obtained are of considerable 


very 


DECEMBER. 22,1829. 


Fe 


Some inconveniences and erroneous 
impressions having resulted from an 
idea that this Journal is under the 
direction of the Professors in the 
School of Anatomy in this city, we 
would here repeat a notice we have 
already sent to several newspapers, 
that none of these Professors, nor any 
Medical Officer of the Hospital, has 
any control whatever over its pages. 


SIAMESE BOYS. 


TueseE twins had not at the last date 
reached London,—The last London 
Medical Gazette contains Dr. War- 
ren’s account of them, which had 
been sent out to some gentlemen in 
that city. After giving the above- 
mentioned account entire, the Edi- 
tors of the Gazette add :— 

“‘ There can be no doubt, as it ap- 
pears to us, but that these individu- 
als might be separated by a very 
simple operation, and almost with 
the certainty of giving to each the 
advantage of a separate existence.” 


HERMAPHRODISM. 
An individual exhibiting this unfor- 
tunate irregularity of structure was 
admitted into Charity ward of Guy’s 


Hospital, Sept. 30th, under the care 
of Dr. Bright. She. was then suffer. 
ing under a severe form of fever, 
which rendered her constantly deli- 
rious, and in afew days proved fatal. 

On her admission,* and more es- 
pecially when, in order to apply a 
blister to her head, it was exposed 
and shaven, every one was struck 
with the coarse aud masculine ex- 
pression of her countenance: this, 
and her somewhat square and mus- 
cular figure, were all the observa- 
tions relating to her sex that were 
made during life; but the post-mor- 
tem inspection disclosed the. follow< 
ing appearances :—. 

A body analogous to the penis: was 
observed immediately beneath the 
pubic arch ; not free or pendant, but 
bound down towards the perineum : 
its length was about 2 1-2 inches, 
and it terminated in a somewhat 
bulbous extremity, a little like the 
glans, but without the usual delicacy 
of cutaneous organization, without 
any perforation for the urethra, and 
without a prepuce. On each side 
of this body there was a considerable 
fulness of the integuments, at first 
view resembliog the female labia, 
but in reality analogous to the male 
scrotum, as, like it, they contained 


* Speaking of her asa patient, we ad- 
here to the sex then assumed. She was 
admitted as Mary Cannon, zt. 55 or 60. © 
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each a small testis. This separation, 
into its two halves, of the scrotum, 
depended on the penis being bound 
down in the median.line, as previ- 
ously described. The testes were 
in size like those of a boy 6 or 8 
years old, and were connected with 
vasa deferentia, which were found 
pervious, and considerably enlarged 
towards their termination, The 
vesiculze seminales were very small ; 
the prostate gland also was remarka- 
bly small, and was covered on_ its 
sides by a pair of peculiar muscles, 
passing from the rectum to the neck 
of the bladder, The urethra termi- 
nated in the perineum, about one 
inch from the end of. the supposed 
penis, and half an inch further there 
was a blind opening, which fancy 
might call the rudiment of a vagina, 
but. which was probably nothing 
more than an enlarged lacuna, The 
tunica vaginalis was continued some 
distance ap the cord, but at the ring 
was quite closed. ‘There was a very 
minute trace of the cremaster muscle, 
The pelvic viscera had no female 
character whatever, and the forma- 
tion of the pelvis itself approached 
to the male rather than to the female 
standard. The mammz were con- 
siderably developed, but would have 
been thought small for a healthy fe- 
male. The lips and chin were 
clothed with a few scattered, irregu- 
lar, curling hairs, not more than are 
often seen on aged females. The 
outline of the figure, in its muscular 
development, squareness and large- 
ness of limbs, &c., was decidedly 
more male than female. The cere- 
bellum was natural in structure, and 
if it differed at all from the usual 
development, was rather stnall, but 
this was by no means distinct. No 
other peculiarities, either diseased or 
congenital, were observed in any 
part of the body. 3 

It appears that in the former part 
of her life, this hybrid had assumed 
the dress and habits of a man; at 
one time working in a brick-yard, at 
another period acting as a groom ; 


— 


may 
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then as a milkman 3 and afterwards 
she kept a green-grocer’s shop. Her 
habits and manners were rude and 
bold, sometimes indicating a degree 
of derangement ; more than once she 
engaged with success in puzilistic 
encounters 3 and it is said manifested 
still less equivocal male propensi- 
ties. For the last seven or eight 
years she has appeared as a female, 
calling herself Mary Cannon; and, 
it is odd enough, that she first sus- 
tained her new sex ata public house, 
called “The World turned upside 
down,” where she engaged herself 
as “maid of all work.” She was 
not, however, fully received by her 
female fellow-servants as one’ of 
them 3 suspicion hung about her, and 
care was always taken to provide for 
her a separate bed.—Lon. Med. Gaz. 


' Extraction of Cataract by means 
of an Incision through the upper 
Part of the Cornea —This method, 
according to Graefe, offers numerous 
advantages over those more usually 
adopted, The consequences of the 
wound are less severe, and the sight 
is more perfectly relieved, because 
the lower part of the cornea remains 
untouched, and preserves its natural 
clearness and convexity. In eigh- 
teen individuals operated upon by 
the superior section, seventeen re- 
covered their vision ; in one only the 
cornea on one side became opaque, 
and this in consequence of a gouty 
inflammation which frequently re- 


turned.— Bul. des Sc. Med. 


Lachrymal Calculus.—A middle- 
aged woman experienced pain, dur- 
ing two years, on the left side of the 
nuse, with frequent fits of sneezing, 
and other symptoms of catarrh, Af- 
terwards, a dryness of the nostril 
came on, with swelling and complete 
obstruction on the left side of the 
nose. This was followed by the 
sensation of a moveable body in the 
nose, and, soon after, she passed a 
concretion of some size from the 
nostril, It was nine lines in length, 
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and five in breadth; its color was a 
brownish grey, and its structure very 
compact, Being cut across. with a 
Saw, its centre was found to consist 
of a cherry-stone, around which, 
concentric layers of different colors 
were ranged,—green, brown and 
white ; the patient was unable to call 
to mind any circumstance connected 
with the introduction of the foreign 
body into the nose.—Jb, 


Application of a Concentrated 
Solution of Nitrate of Silver to the 
Eye.—This method has proved so 
useful in atonic and obstinate oph- 
thalmia, with copious discharge, that 
M. Graefe thinks it his duty to di- 
rect the attention of practitioners to 
it. The method adopted is to insi- 
nuate a drop of the solution, with a 
hair pencil, between the eyelids.—- Jb, 

In this country, the above method 
is by no means unknown. 


Extirpation of the Rectum.—M. 
Lisfranc, in two cases, removed 
three inches of the lower part of the 
rectum. The patients have done 
well. One was operated upon five, 
and the other two weeks ago.—Ar- 
chives Générales. 


Bone found in the Heart.—Dr. 
Barbier, of Amiens, presented to the 
Royal Academy of Medicine a very 
slender osseous body, an inch and a 
half long, and pointed at its two ex- 
tremities, which he had extracted, 
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after death, from the right ventricle 
of the heart of a man, sixty-two 
years of age. This bone had pierced 
the ventricle in three places, and 
had commenced to pierce it in three 
others, The heart had probably 
p ‘rced itself in its contractions, as 
the sone was situated transversely 
in the ventricle.—Arch, Gén. 


Fetus affected with Fungous He- 
matodes.—Dr. Tonnele delivered a 
woman ofa child, which had upon its 
right parietal bone an enormous fun- 
gous hematodes. The base of this 
tumor originated in the osseous tis- 
sue, and perforated it like a sieve ; 
the dura mater was healthy.—Jour- 
nal des Progres., 


Study of Anatomy.—An address 
to the community on the necessity of 
legalizing the study of anatomy, has 
just been published by the Anatomi- 
cal Committee of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. This address, or 
some further account of it, will be‘ 
presented to our readers in a future 
number. 


Lithotrity.—This new and impor- 
tant operation is engaging the atten- 
tion of the profession abroad. An 
account of its merits and demerits, 
so far as experience has thus far de- 
veloped them, is in preparation, and 
will shortly occupy a few of our 
columns. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING DECEMBER 12, 


“Date. |Sex.|Age. | Disease. 


Dec. 5., F.,;72 yrs|apoplexy 
lung fever 
old age 
19 {drowned 


measles 

3 yrs|croup 

5  |consumption 

4 mo| measles 

(27 yrs|intemperance 

3 mo/measles 

-10d_ convulsions 

.| 8 mo canker in the bowels 


Date. |Sex.| Age. | Disease. 
9.) F.,37 yrs 
M.| 3 mojhooping cough 
10.|M.| 7 yrs|lung fever 
M.|42 _jbilious colic 
F.|24 j|consumption 
M.|53 do. 
F.|17 |rheumatic fever 
F.}15 
20 
M./|72 
M./34 _|consumption 
12. F. 44 — typhous fever 


Males, 13—Fema es, 12. Total, 25. 
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NEW MEDICAL BOOKS. 

UST, published, and for sale, by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE,—Malaria; an 
Fssay on the Production and Propagation 
of this Poison. By Joan McCoutoca, 
M.D. F.R.S., &c. &c. | 

An Essay on the Diseases of the Inter- 
nal Ear, By A. Satssy, M.D... Trans- 
Jated from the French, by Narman R. 
‘Smura, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the 
University of Maryland; with a Supple- 
ment on Diseases of the External Ear, by 
the Translator. 

_ Observations on the Utility and Admi- 
nistration of Purgative Medicines, in seve- 
ral Diseases. By James Hamitton, M, 
D., Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, &c. &c. From the Fifth Edin- 
Edition. 
A Treatise on Pathological Anatomy, 
By E. Horyer, M.D., Adjunct 
Professor of Anatomy in the University of 
Pennsylvania, Surgeon at the Infirmary 
of the Philadelphia Almshouse, Member 
od the American Philosophical Society, 

Cc. 
Elements of Operative Surgery. Trans- 
lated from the French of A. TAVERNIER, 
Doctor of Medicine of the Faculty of Pa- 
ris, &c., with copious Notes and Addi- 
tions. By S. D, Gross, M.D. 
22. 


MEMORIA MEDICA. 
FYNHIS day published by CARTER & 
§& HENDEE, corner of Washington 
and School Streets, Memoria Medica,—a 
Medical Common-place Book,—with an 
alphabetical Index of the most common 
terms occurring in practice. Cwurefully 
selected and arranged by a Fellow of the 
‘Massachusetts Medical Society. 

From Dr. James Jackson, Professor of the 
Theory and Practice of Medicine in 
Harvard University. 

Gentlemen,—I have examined the ‘* Me- 
moria Medica” which you sent to me. I 
think the plan of it very excellent, and 
that it will be found highly useful to prac- 
titioners and students of, medicine. I 
have never believed that a voluminous 
common-place book can be very benefi- 
cial to any man, unless he means to be- 
come an author. But on the other hand, 
every one will find an advantage in keep- 
ing a common-place book in which he 
may notice the detached facts which 
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come under his notice, and which are 
likely soon to be lost from his memory. 
The book you have prepared will be found 
well adapted for this purpose by medic 
men, and will be more likely to be used 
by those who procure it than a commoa 
blank book, because all the labor of ar- 
rangement is saved. 


I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
JAMES JACKSON. 


From Dr. Walter Channing, Professor of 
Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence 
in Harvard University. 

J have examined the Medical Common- 
place Book which was left with your note 
this evening, and with pleasure offer you 
my thanks for the publication of so useful 
a volume, , Every practitioner of medicine 
will agree with the remarks in the preface 
on the inconveniences and absolute lose 
of what is very useful, which result from 
depending solely on the memory. Not 
unfrequently it happens that some parti-+ 
cular prescription is peculiarly suited to 
an individual. Some time passes, and an 
occasion again arises in which we believe 
that the same medicine might be equally 
beneficial ; what it was, however, has 
wholly escaped us; and though something 
else may be equally useful, still some re- 
gret may be felt, at least by the patient, 
that what has been found beneficial can- 
not again be at once resorted to. Some 
object to an artificial method of preserv- 
ing, for such and other uses, what may 
be safely trusted to the memory, if that 
faculty be faithfully cultivated. I am 
willing to admit that there is force in this 
objection; but it is a simple question of 
fact only we have to consider. If it be 
true that there is much lost to the indivi- 
dual, and certainly much more to the 
profession, by trusting entirely to the me- 
mory, the occasional use of the Common- 
place Book for the preservation of what 
is truly valuable, has all the recommen- 
dation it needs. For such purposes, viz., 
for the registering of cases the most rare, 
and the frequent, if important, epidemics, 
prescriptions, &c., your Memoria Medica 
promises to be very useful; and for these 
it well deserves to be recommended to 
physicians. Students attending hospital 
practice will find it very valuable. Its 
tables of names are very full, and under 
references very easy. I cannot but hope 

it will get into general use. | 
Yours, &e., W. CHANNING. 
Dec. 8. 
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